














WOMEN & THE LAW SECTION
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2007, 12:30 - 1:30 P.M.

GREENBERG TRAURIG OFFICES, WILMINGTON, DE

IN ATTENDANCE: Stephanie Symons, Debbie Gottschalk, Christine Demsey, 
Pam Meitner, Suzanne Seubert, Victoria Counihan, Paulette Sullivan Moore, Mindy Clifton, 
Megan Mantzavinos. 

I.  APPROVAL OF OCTOBER MINUTES: The minutes of the December, 2006 and January, 
2007 meetings were approved unanimously, with changes to Section VIII of the December 
minutes.

II.  LEGISLATIVE SUBCOMMITTEE: Debbie Gottschalk reported that the DSBA lobbyist 
has asked for all DSBA legislative initiatives by April 30.  We are not going to have time to do 
what is necessary to officially support legislation by then, but we do have time to notice 
legislation for approval at the May meeting.

Specific legislation which has been identified as being of interest to the Section.  

•The SURJ bill on Mandatory Minimum sentences passed the house.  It does not need our 
support.

•SB9 (non-discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation) has not been introduced yet.

•SB10 (extending benefits for State employees to domestic partners, regardless of marital 
status or sexual orientation).

•SB31 (to prohibit use of credit score in setting auto insurance premiums).

•SB65 & 66 (one is to increase the purchase of care amount for childcare vouchers, the 
other introduces a framework for childcare centers to be rated and to set higher purchase-of-care 
reimbursement rates for higher - rated centers).

•SB57 (to extend protection of the PFA statute to dating and same-sex couples).

Debbie will send out an e-mail with the bills attached.  There was discussion of inviting 
Evelyn Keating of the Family and Workplace Connection to address questions regarding SB 
65&66, and Sen. Blevins and Rep. Marshall to address questions regarding SB57.

There was discussion regarding possible legislation to open Family Court proceedings.  
The Section has never discussed whether to take a position on the issue, but we may want to 
coordinate with the Family Law Section.

III.  RULES OF JUNGLE SEMINAR: Mindy Clifton reported that the Sussex County seminar 
will be held on May 22, at the Delaware Tech campus in Georgetown.
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IV.  15TH ANNUAL RETREAT: Mindy Clifton reported a good turnout, and an excellent 
speaker.  Next year’s retreat will be held on February 29 and March 1 at The Bellmoor.  Patty 
Schwartz will coordinate the CLE.  

V.  ANNUAL PICNIC: Mindy Clifton reported that the picnic will be held on June 13 at Tania 
Culley’s home.  A brief business meeting will be held so the Section can elect new officers.  
Megan Mantzavinos offered to coordinate refreshments.

VI.  NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Membership directory.  The Section has been discussing compiling a membership 
directory for some time, possibly making it accessible from the Section’s web page.

Suzanne Seubert and Victoria Counihan offered to chair a subcommittee to work on a 
directory.

B. Governor’s Childcare Awards.  The 9th annual awards have been termed a 
“transitional year.”  They will be cutting down on the number of awards given, and using it as a 
vehicle to introduce the STARS program.  The Section is transitioning out of primary 
sponsorship.  We will need volunteers for the awards, which may be held at the Hotel DuPont 
instead of in Dover.

C. Section Dues for 2007-2008.  DSBA has asked whether we want to increase our 
Section dues from $20 to $25.  It was noted that we have money left over every year, and there 
was concern that if dues were increased, it might discourage younger lawyers, DAGs, nonprofit 
attorneys, and public defenders from joining.  It was decided to keep the annual dues at $20.

D. Allocation of leftover funds from 2006-2007.  Last year, we put half the leftover 
funds in the `Arsht Fellowship and half in the Governor’s awards.  Grace Cottage expenses have 
been covered out of operating funds.  The Section moved to allocate the remaining funds the 
same as last year, ½ to the Roxana Arsht Fellowship and ½ to the Governor’s Award.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 1:42 p.m.
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